Book Report Format

English—Mr. Thackeray

Carefully follow the directions on this page; reports not adhering to format will lose points.  

The single-spaced four line heading in the upper left corner of your typed (11 or 12 point Calibri, Microsoft Sans Serif, Courier, or Times New Roman font), double-spaced, three paragraph book report should contain the following information:

Your Name

Class Period and Class (First Period, English IV)
Date

Book Title (Italicized) by Author Name

Two spaces under the heading, write at least 200 but no more than 400 words (do not include quotation in word count) using the following guidelines.  Any quoted or paraphrased material must be cited within the text of your report.
In the first paragraph explain the significance of the title.  (Why did the author give the book this title?)

The second paragraph is the heart of your report.  In the second paragraph, state the theme of the story.  Use a meaningful 1-3 sentence quote from the book to help clarify that theme and list the page number in parentheses following quote.  Then in 2-5 concise sentences explain how your selected quotation aids in theme clarification and explain how the quote is meaningful to you personally.

Finally, give your impression of the book as a whole.  Use this final paragraph to explain why you would or would not recommend the book to others. 
At the end of your book report include a “Work Cited” entry using MLA style:

Author, Firstname. Book Title. City of Publication: Name of Publisher, copyright date.

Use present verb tense in your book report, check spelling and grammar carefully, and avoid using second person pronouns.  Be sure to manage your time wisely.  

Save this format (and thus save a tree).  You will use the same structure for each of your quarterly book reports, and you will not be given duplicate copies. 

Book reports are worth 200 points and are not accepted late.
Due Dates are listed on the whiteboard and on the school website.
Computer failure is not accepted as an excuse.
After you have seen your corrected report, it must be returned to 
Mr. Thackeray for you to receive credit.

